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Slaters, also known as woodlouse, sowbugs and pillbugs, are 
multi-legged crustaceans found all over Australia. Slaters are 
detritivores, which means they feed on dead and decaying. Detritivores 
play a key role in nutrient recycling within an ecosystem.  Woodlouse 
can be found in areas with lots of decaying organic matter, such as 
under pieces of natural debris such as stones or logs, and in the soil.

Hi, my name is Holly the Koala, 
An ecosystem is made up of biotic factors (living 
things) and abiotic factors (non-living things). We 

need both abiotic and biotic factors for an 
ecosystem to stay healthy. Your garden is 

flourishing with life! On this page, you can explore 
how the thing livings in your garden interact with 

their surroundings.

Ladybirds are welcome visitors in any garden. An 
adult Ladybird can comsume between 20-25 
aphids, making them helpful pest controllers. Of 
the 6000 known species of ladybird, 500 species 
call Australia home. A ladybirds bright colours are 
to  deter predators. Ladybirds also release a 
distasteful and toxic yellow liquid from their hind 
legs in response to predator attacks.  

The tiny microscopic cells inside a plants leaf are specialists in 
converting the suns heat energy into chemical energy. Inside 
each plant cell is something called chlorophyll. Can you see the 
green spots inside each of the plant cells to the left? That is the 
chlorophyll; it is also what makes a plant green!  
Plants are very important to life on Earth. They provide living 
things with homes, food and oxygen! 

Earthworms play a very important role within any 
ecosystem. Worms are detritrivores, they feed on dead and 
decaying organic matter, recycling nutrients back into the 
soil for plants. They also help aerate the soil and improve 
drainage. It is estimated that there is over 6,000 species of 
worm in the world. It is thought that 1,000 of these species 
are native to Australia! A worm farm in your garden is a 
great way to recycle food waste and to provide nutrient rich 
food to your plants. 

The laughing Kookaburra is the largest 
member of the kingfisher family, growing 
up to 46 centimeters from the tip of its 
beak to the tip of its tail. Kookaburras are 
carnivores and use their strong beaks to 
catch fish, small snakes and lizards, 
rodents, worms and  insects. Although, to 
us their call sounds like laughing, their 
signature songs are to warn other birds 
to stay away.



Common slater
(Armadillidium vulgare) 

Rainbow Lorikeet
(Trichoglossus moluccanus)

Eucalyptus tree

A dew drop after it has 
rained

leaf litter A rainbow

A line of ants

Pick a living thing you found in 
your garden to draw here.

Australian Magpie
(Gymnorhina tibicen)

Common spotted 
Ladybird

(Harmonia conformis)

laughing Kookaburra
(Dacelo novaeguineae)

Garden snail
(Cornu aspersum)

It’s bingo time!
See if you can find all the biotic and abiotic factors below. 
Make sure not to touch or disturb the wildlife. We simply 
want to observe with our eyes and record what we find 

by ticking the white boxes.

Earthworm

A spider web sulphur-crested cockatoo
(Cacatua galerita)

Pick a non-living thing you found 
in your garden to draw here.
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Grass

Cockatoo

I love word searches
See the list to the left? Can 
you locate all the words in 

the word search above?



GARDEN FIND A WORDAbout planet warrior education

check out our eco-library
Planet Warrior Education (PWE) is an Australian based Environmental Education organisation. We write and design 

highly engaging, scientifically-accurate and beautifully illustrated books that help you better understand the 

natural world. All our educational material is written and developed in-house by our environmental scientists (Rob, 

Phoebe and Hollie) and illustrated by our graphic designer (Hollie). 

Children are the next generation of leaders, scientists, teachers and change drivers. We aim to advance children's 

scientific understanding of the natural world and environmental challenges in a positive and solution-based 

manner. We believe that this knowledge, along with critical and creative thinking skills, deepens children's 

connection to self and County and ultimately empowers them to make decisions that will benefit them and the 

world around them. 

We don't just create educational content for children. We have an array of colourful and scientifically accurate 

e-books for all ages, from preschoolers to grandparents. Scan the  QR code below to head to our online library.

Hollie phoebe gary rob aimee cat



Visit PWE’s online store for 
more books like this Listen to PWE’S podcast Read PWE’s latest blog

Follow PWE on 
instagram 

This mini activity book is proudly brought to you by Planet Warrior Education and Carbon Landscapes.  

Explore the incredible biodiversity that lives in your backyard, from the birds to the tiny ladybirds; no matter how 

big or small, every living creature is vital to life on Earth. 

Visit Carbon landscape’s 
website 

Follow Carbon Landscape on 
Facebook 


